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Attached  is  the  Crossman  Peak  Radar  Proposal  Final  Environmental 
Statement. 

The  preparation  of  this  final  statement  has  differed  from  our  usual 
procedure  of  reprinting  a  draft  statement  to  incorporate  changes  re- 
sulting from  public  review.   Since  relatively  few  and  minor  changes 
are  necessary,  the  draft  statement  and  comments  in  this  document 
constitute  the  final  environmental  statement.   This  revised  procedure 
has  saved  substantial  time,  money,  and  paperwork. 

The  Yuma  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  prepared  this  en- 
vironmental statement  pursuant  to  Section  102(2) (c)  of  the  National 
Environmental  Policy  Act  of  1969.   The  statement  describes  and  analy- 
zes impacts  that  would  result  from  constructing  Air  Route  Surveillance 
Radar  facilities  on  Crossman  Peak  and  the  impacts  that  would  result 
from  two  alternatives:   (1)  constructing  radar  facilities  on  Cherum 
and  Harquahala  Peaks  and  (2)  no  action. 


Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  this  environmental  statement. 


AJLjUf.  CdL~ 


s        Glendon  E. 


Glendon  E.  Collins 
Acting  State  Director 
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SUMMARY 
Draft   (  )  Final   (X)  Environmental  Statement 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Bureau  of  Land  Management 

1.  Type  of  Action:     Administrative   (  )      Legislative   (X) 

2.  Abstract:   The  Federal  Aviation  Administration  proposes  to  construct 
Air  Route  Surveillance  Radar  (ARSR)  facilities  either  on  Crossman  Peak, 
near  Lake  Havasu  City  in  Mohave  County,  Arizona  or  at  two  sites:  (1) 

on  Cherum  Peak,  near  Chloride  in  Mohave  County,  Arizona  and  (2)  on 
Harquahala  Peak,  near  Aguila  in  Yuma  County,  Arizona.   All  proposed  sites 
are  on  public  land.   Such  facilities  would  provide  low-elevation  (5,000- 
15,000  feet)  air  traffic  coverage  in  the  lower  Colorado  River  Basin, 
presently  lacking  such  coverage,  and  high-elevation  (over  15,000  feet) 
air  traffic  coverage  within  a  100-mile  radius  of  Kingman,  Arizona.   Such 
facilities  would  benefit  air  safety,  might  benefit  energy  conservation, 
and  would  increase  income  to  the  local  economy.   The  road(s)  needed  for 
access  to  the  summit (s)  would  improve  access  for  recreation  and  mining. 
Such  a  project,  however,  would  conflict  with  land  use  plans,  mining  rights, 
and  Native  American  values  and  would  adversely  affect  wilderness  values, 
visual  resources,  and  bighorn  sheep  habitat.   Of  the  two  alternatives 
involving  construction,  the  two-site  alternative  would  be  preferred  for 
wildlife,  cultural  resources,  wilderness  values,  Native  American  values, 
and  economic  benefits  to  local  communities  but  would  cost  twice  the  amount 
of  the  Crossman  Peak  facility  to  build  and  operate,  would  consume  twice  the 
electrical  energy  of  the  Crossman  Peak  facility  and  increase  vehicle  fuel 
use  from  250  to  1,500  gallons  per  month. 

3.  Alternatives  Considered: 

a.  No  action 

b.  Two-site  alternative  (Cherum  and  Harquahala  Peaks) 

4.  Comments  Have  Been  Requested  from  the  Following: 
See  attached  list. 

5.  Date  Statement  Made  Available  to  EPA  and  the  Public: 

Draft  Statement  -  September  1979 
Final  Statement  -  January  1980 


AGENCIES  CONTACTED  FOR  COMMENTS 

FEDERAL  AGENCIES 

Department  of  the  Interior 

*Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs 

Bureau  of  Mines 

Water  and  Power  Resources  Service 
*Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

Geological  Survey 

Heritage  Conservation  and  Recreation  Service 

Department  of  Transportation 

Federal  Aviation  Administration 
Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Department  of  Energy 

Western  Area  Power  Administration 

STATE  AGENCIES 

Department  of  Economic  Planning  and  Development,  State  of  Arizona 
(Arizona  State  Clearinghouse) 

Office  of  the  Governor,  State  of  California  (California  State 
Clearinghouse) 

LOCAL  AGENCIES 

Mohave  County  Board  of  Supervisors 

Mohave  County  Planning  and  Zoning  Commission 

Office  of  Mohave  County  Manager 

Yuma  County  Board  of  Supervisors 

OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS  AND  INDIVIDUALS 

Numerous  organizations  and  individuals  expressing  interest  in  the  proposed 
action  have  been  sent  copies  of  this  statement  and  have  been  invited  to  comment, 

*  Also  contacted  by  telephone:  no  written  response  forthcoming. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Crossman  Peak  Radar  Proposal  Draft  Environmental  Statement  was  filed  with 
the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  released  to  the  public  on  September  25, 
1979.   Notice  of  filing  appeared  in  the  Federal  Register  dated  October  5,  1979. 
The  public  review  period  ended  on  November  19,  1979. 

Comments  received  during  the  review  period  required  only  minor  changes  in  the 
draft  statement.   To  save  time  and  money  and  reduce  paperwork  the  draft  state- 
ment is  incorporated  by  reference  into  the  final  environmental  statement. 

Approximately  400  draft  statements  were  distributed  for  review.   From  this 
review  a  total  of  14  comment  letters  were  received  and  are  summarized  on  the 
following  table.   Those  letters  commenting  on  the  adequacy,  completeness,  and 
accuracy  of  the  statement  are  reproduced,  with  each  substantive  comment  identi- 
fied and  numbered  along  with  our  responses. 

An  errata  sheet  identifies  changes  in  the  draft  statement  resulting  from  these 
comments  and  BLM's  internal  review. 


SUMMARY  OF  LETTERS  RECEIVED 


The  following  table  lists  letters  in  the  order  received  and  indicates  if  a 
preference  is  expressed.   Letters  received  after  November  19  will  be  consid- 
ered in  decisionmaking  even  though  they  are  not  summarized  or  reproduced  here. 


Letter 
No. 


From 


Preference/ Comments 


1.  Mohave  County  Planning  and  Zoning 

Commission 

2.  Arizona  Department  of  Transportation 

3.  R.  S.  Oram  (commercial  pilot) 

4.  Advisory  Council  on  Historic 

Preservation 

5.  Soil  Conservation  Service 

6.  R.  W.  Creason,  Creason  Enterprises 

7.  Kenneth  K.  Asplund 

8.  Arizona  Game  &  Fish  Department 


9.  Arizona  Desert  Bighorn  Sheep 

Society,  Inc. 

10.  .  Department  of  Health,  Education, 

and  Welfare,  Public  Health  Service 

11.  National  Wildlife  Federation 

12.  Arizona  State  Clearinghouse 

Comments  Noted: 

a.  Arizona  State  University  Center 

for  Public  Affairs 

b.  Department  of  Economic  Security 

c.  State  Land  Department 

d.  Arizona  Game  &  Fish  Department 

No  Comments : 


Cherum  and  Harquahala  Peaks 

None  stated.   Favors  radar  facility, 

No  action.   Opposes  radar  facility. 

None  stated.   Unable  to  review  and 
comment  in  a  timely  manner. 

None  stated. 

Crossman  Peak 

Crossman  Peak 

States  no  preference  but  prefers 
access  road  on  the  west  slope  if 
Crossman  Peak  is  selected. 

Cherum  Peak  only.   Opposed  to 
Crossman  and  Harquahala  Peaks. 

None  stated. 

Cherum  and  Harquahala  Peaks 


e.  Department  of  Health  Services 

f.  Arizona  Power  Authority 


None  stated. 

Cherum  and  Harquahala  Peaks 

None  stated. 

None  stated. 


None  stated. 
None  stated. 


SUMMARY  OF  LETTERS  RECEIVED  (CONT.) 


Letter 

No. 


From 


Preference/ Comments 


No  Comments  (Cont.) 

g.   District  IV  Council  of  Governments 

h.   Department  of  Transportation 

i.   Northern  Arizona  (Region  III) 

Council  of  Governments 
j .   Agriculture  and  Horticulture 

Department 
k.   Office  of  Arid  Lands  Studies, 

University  of  Arizona 
1.   Indian  Affairs  Commission 
m.   State  Water  Commission 

13.  Federal  Aviation  Administration 

14.  Arizona  State  Historic  Preservation 

Officer 


None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

None 

stated. 

Crossman  Peak 

None 

stated. 
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ERRATA 


Page  vi 

Column  2 

ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSEQUENCES  (comment  8-1) 
Paragraph  2 

Line  6  -  Add:   "and  bighorn  sheep"  after  mule  deer 

Page  4-13 

MAMMALS  (comment  8-4) 
Paragraph  1 

Change  to  read:  -  Desert  bighorn  sheep  inhabit  isolated  rough  canyon  and 
mountain  terrain  in  the  Southwest.   In  each  population,  seasonal  move- 
ments may  vary  in  distance  from  year  to  year  and  may  be  widespread  within 
the  range  of  the  population.   Although  desert  bighorn  sheep  movements  can 
be  independent  of  free  water,  game  water  catchments  constructed  by  Arizona 
Game  &  Fish  Department  (AG&FD)  provide  available  water  to  bighorn  sheep 
as  well  as  many  other  wildlife  species. 

Column  2 

Paragraph  1  (comment  8-5) 

Line  4  -  Change  map  4-5  to  map  4-6. 

Paragraph  2 

Insert  -  Since  the  construction  of  Arizona  Highway  95  and  Lake  Havasu 
City  (in  early  1960s) ,  the  range  of  desert  bighorn  sheep  near  Crossman 
Peak  has  been  divided  so  that  bighorn  sheep  reside  mainly  on  higher 
slopes  of  the  area.   The  bighorn  population  on  Crossman  Peak  has  been 
estimated  to  be  30  (Beaudry,  1979)  and  is  considered  in  a  declining  status 
by  AG&FD.   Residing  desert  bighorn  sheep  on  Harquahala  Peak  are  less  in- 
fluenced by  human  disturbances.   AG&FD  estimates  this  sustaining 
population  to  be  45  (Weaver,  1979). 

Paragraph  5  (comment  8-6) . 

Line  5  -  Change  to:  badger,  gray  fox,  kit  fox,  and  striped  skunk  on  lower 
slopes  and  washes. 
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ERRATA  (CONT.) 

Page  4-14 

BIRDS  (comment  8-6  cont.) 
Paragraph  2 

Change  to:   The  red-tailed  hawk  and  turkey  vulture  are  commonly  seen 

near  the  study  areas.   The  American  kestral,  prairie  falcon,  golden  eagle, 

screech  owl,  great  horned  owl,  and  barn  owl  are  less  commonly  seen  species, 

THREATENED  OR  ENDANGERED  ANIMAL  SPECIES 
Paragraph  1 

Line  8  -  Change  to:  ...base  of  the  Mohave  Mountains 

Line  9  -  Delete:  east  of  Crossman  Peak 

Page  4-25/26 

Replace  map  2-8  with  revised  map  2-8  (following  page).   This  replacement 
is  necessary  because,  after  publication  and  the  final  decision  on  the 
wilderness  study  area  (WSA) ,  field  checking  and  interviews  with  a  rancher 
and  a  miner  revealed  that  Blue  Tank  Road  is  a  road  according  to  the  BLM 
definition.   Revised  map  2-8  thus  shows  additional  land  whose  exclusion 
from  the  WSA  was  made  necessary  by  the  existence  of  Blue  Tank  Road. 

Page  5-7 

REPTILES  AND  AMPHIBIANS  (comment  13-29) 
Paragraph  1 

Line  2  -  Delete:  significantly 

Line  9  -  Delete:  seriously 

Page  5-9 

ACCESS  ROADS  (comment  8-10) 

Line  9  -  Change  to:  ...poaching  and  harassment  of  desert  bighorn  sheep 
and  mule  deer, 

Page  5-12 

Figure  5-7  (comment  13-34) 

Caption  should  read:   Harquahala  Peak  with  Radar  Facility.   View  from 
rest  stop  on  U.S.  Highway  60. 
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ERRATA  (CONT.) 

Page  5-13 

Figure  5-8  (comment  13-34) 

Caption  should  read:   Cherum  Peak  with  Radar  Facility.   View  from  U.S. 
Highway  93. 

Page  5-24 

LAND  USE  PLANS,  POLICIES,  AND  CONTROLS  (comment  13-37) 
Paragraph  3 

Delete  last  sentence  regarding  zoning  use  permit. 

Page  5-28 

Column  2 

MITIGATING  MEASURES  -  WILDLIFE  (comment  8-14) 

Line  10  -  Add:   The  applicant  will  construct  the  radar  facilities  and 
mitigation  projects  during  noncritical  times  of  the  year,  avoiding 
lambing  season  and  summer  use. 

Page  A-2 

Column  2 

Line  7  -  Change  (710  mw/cm  )  to  (greater  than  10  mw/cm  ) . 
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